
The legislation drafted to 
preserve the diverse use of land 
in the Owyhees goes before a 
key Senate subcommittee this 
morning, even as support from 
a federal agency integral to its 
success appears to be wavering.

T h e  O w y h e e  I n i t i a t i v e 
Implementation Act, known as 
Senate bill 3794, is on the agenda 
in Washington, D.C., for the Public 
Lands and Forests Subcommittee 
of the Senate’s Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee.

Sen. Larry Craig (R-Idaho) 
chairs the subcommittee, which 
convened at 8 a.m. MDT today.

Owyhee Initiative chairman 
Fred Grant said last week that, even 
though the bill was introduced in 
the latter stages of the 109th 
Congress, this morning’s hearing 
lays the foundation for efforts to 
keep the legislation alive when 
the new Congress is seated in 
January.

–– to page 5A
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Marsing celebrates Homecoming

County offers to 
buy landfi ll site

T h e  O w y h e e  C o u n t y 
Commission wants to make an 
offer to buy the land on which 
the Bruneau-Grand View Landfi ll 
sits.

At their Sept. 11 meeting, the 
commissioners agreed to contact 
property owner Kent Kohring 
about the possibility of buying the 
40-acre parcel for $40,000. The 
county currently has a 10-year 
lease with Kohring, paying him 
$5,000 a year.

As of last Wednesday, Kohring 
had not accepted the county’s 
offer. The Owyhee Avalanche was 
unable to reach the landowner for 
comment.

Owyhee County signed the 10-
year lease agreement with Kohring 
in April 2004, and so far has made 
three annual payments.

“We fi gure that landfi ll is good 

Marsing picks contractor for water well

The City of Marsing took 
another step in building a new 
water system last week with the 
selection of a contractor was 
selected for the fi rst phase of well 
drilling.

The city council approved a 
bid from Boise-based Stevens & 
Sons Well Drilling in a special 
meeting on Sept. 18. The company 
had the lowest offer out of four 
bids unsealed by city and U.S. 
Department of Agricultural Rural 

Development Agency offi cials at 
City Hall on Sept. 15.

Marsing Mayor Don Osterhoudt 
said the company bid $142,000 
for the project that calls for the 
drilling of as many as two wells 
to fi nd a new water source for 
the city.

Boise fi rm could begin work in fall

Subcommittee 
chaired by Craig

–– Local Farm Bureau, state 
water users group 

pledge support 
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Saluting colors of  country and school
Members of Marsing High School’s spirit squad walk with the school’s fl ag and the American fl ag as 

the annual Homecoming parade heads down Main Street toward the high school on Friday. More photos, 
Page 15A

Proposed site of  new well
Marsing city offi cials hope that the new municipal well can be drilled 

on this property on West 8th Avenue.



Seventy-three-year-old Ray 
Heidt tore into the package like a 
child on Christmas Day.

What fell out was closure after 
more than 50 years.

Heidt, who lives in Marsing 
with his wife, Joyce, had tried for 
decades to obtain eight combat 
medals that he had earned during 
the Korean War. He received 
some of them last month.

“They came in one of those red, 
white and blue envelopes, and I 
didn’t bother to see who it was 
from,” Heidt said. “I just ripped 
it open, and all these medals fell 
out and the cover letters. 

“It was like Christmas Day 30 
years late.”

The package was from Rep. 
C.L. “Butch” Otter (R-Idaho) and 
included a good conduct medal, 
a national defense service medal, 
the Korean service medal and a 
United Nations service medal.

Otter’s military and veterans 
affairs specialist, Jim Adams, had 
taken about 30 days to track down 
Heidt’s awards. Heidt had been 
trying “off and on” on his own 
for 30 years.

“Jim is retired Army and 
retired postal service, so he 
knows how bureaucracy works,” 
Otter communications director 
Mark Warbis said. “He’s very 
skilled in fi nding his was through 
the maze that the Department 
of Veteran’s Affairs and other 
military bureaucracies can be.”

Heidt said he was grateful for 
Adams’ work to fi nd proof of his 
record.

A letter from the National 
Personnel Records Center (NPRC) 
of the Department of Defense said 
that no record could be found of 
four other medals Heidt had been 
seeking, including a Purple Heart, 
Combat Infantry Badge, Bronze 
Star and Occupation Medal.

But Heidt is satisfied with 
bringing home half  of  his 
awards.

“It kind of brings closure,” 
Heidt said.

And also a shopping trip. 
Heidt also has a medal from 
the South Korean government 
commemora t i ng  t he  50 th 
anniversary of his service in the 
confl ict, which ended in 1953.

“At my age and after 50 years, 
I’m just kind of glad I got what I 
got,” he said. “And now I need to 
fi nd a display case and put them 
up for the grandkids to see.”

Heidt says he had been writing 
military offi cials periodically for 
30 years in an attempt to track 
down the medals. He was told 
that record of his medals was 
destroyed in a July 12, 1973, 
fire in the NPRC’s archives. 
According to a letter, the blaze 
destroyed Army personnel records 
from 1912 through 1959, a period 
of time spanning both World Wars 
and the Korean conflict. Proof 
of some of Heidt’s medals was 
preserved only because the NPRC 
loaned a portion of its veterans’ 
records to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs before the 1973 
fi re.

Heidt’s Purple Heart designation 
apparently stems from injuries 
received during a patrol in Korea. 
He said his group came under 
mortar fi re and he was hit with 
shrapnel and suffered a concussion 
and hearing problems that linger 
to this day.

Heidt said his medals quest 
was rejuvenated and he wrote 
a July 22 letter to Otter’s offi ce 
after seeing television coverage 
of the plight of Boise World War 

II veteran Lynn Eichelberger. 
Otter presented Eichelberger with 
his long-lost medals on June 26, 
according to a letter to the editor 
written by Heidt that appears in 
The Owyhee Avalanche on Page 
11B today.

“I just had kind of written the 
whole thing off until I saw this 
TV deal with Otter,” he said. “It’s 
been kind of an up-and-down 
thing.”

— JPB
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Vic’s Family 
Pharmacy

Full Service Pharmacy• Drive-Thru Service
Compounding Lab at Both Locations!

• Custom Compounding to meet 
   each patients’ specifi c needs
• Hospice, Pain Management,
   Geriatric and Pediatric (we can
   provide specifi c solutions for 
   unique medication problems)
• Specializing in 
   Bio-Identical Hormones

Competitive Prices • Free Delivery

NAMPA
1603 12th Ave. Rd.

465-7000
9-6 Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri

9-7 Tues, 9-1 Sat

KUNA
173 W. 4th St.

922-4400
9:30-6:30 Mon - Fri

9-1 Sat

Korean war vet receives medals
Marsing resident 

gets help from 
Otter’s offi ce

Come in and see your local boy...

JEFF CHRISTOFFERSEN
For all your special building needs!

– Pole barns – remodels – cabinets – etc. –

4523 E. Cleveland • Caldwell • 454-8626 • cell 941-5563

Two arrested 
in Homedale 
beating case 

Homedale Police offi cers ar-
rested two suspects last week in 
connection with the Sept. 8 beat-
ing that left 49-year-old Douglas 
Grever in critical condition.

Grever, a Homedale resident, 
was hospitalized after the early-
morning attack near O’Henry’s 
Pub in Homedale.

Adam Cook, 22, and Steven 
Dickson, 23, both of Home-
dale, were ar-
rested Sept. 
19 on charg-
es of aggra-
vated battery 
and robbery. 
They  were 
booked into 
the Owyhee 
County Jail 
and held on 
a $100,000 
bond apiece. 
C o o k  a n d 
Dickson were 
scheduled to 
appear  fo r 
preliminary 
hearings on 
Monday.

Cook was 
arrested in 
N a m p a  b y 
H o m e d a l e 
Police Chief Jeff Eidemiller and 
Cpl. Ian Takashige on Sept. 19 af-
ter more than two days of surveil-
lance at area motels. Takashige 
said Friday that he and Eidemill-
er worked “46 hours in two days” 
tracking Cook in the Nampa area 
until they were fi nally able to take 
him into custody with help from 
the Nampa Police Department. 

Dickson was arrested at his res-
idence in Homedale without inci-
dent later the same day.

Takashige said the entire Home-
dale Police Department mobilized 
to capture Cook and Dickson. 

“We had every offi cer involved 
in one way or another, whether 
it was booking evidence, inter-
viewing witnesses, interviewing 
the victim or on surveillance,” 
Takashige said. “Every resource 
the department has was put to use. 
Offi cer (Mike) McFetridge called 
almost every motel between here 
(Homedale) and Boise after we 
received a tip Cook was in a mo-
tel somewhere.”

The victim, Grever, has re-
gained consciousness since the 
attack, but remains hospitalized. 
Grever’s injuries were so severe 
that he was transported by air-am-
bulance to Saint Alphonsus Re-
gional Medical Center in Boise 
after the attack. He was admitted 
to the intensive care unit and was 
listed in critical condition for sev-
eral days.

— JWB

Adam Cook

Steven Dickson
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Marsing veteran receives overdue  medals
Above: Marsing resident Ray Heidt sits with the medals he earned 

for his service during the Korean War. Top: The medals include, top, 
a replica of his Combat Infantry Badge and, left to right, a Good 
Conduct medal, a National Defense medal, the Korean Service medal, 
the United Nations Service medal and a medal from the South Korean 
government commemorating the 50th anniversary of service during 
the Korean confl ict.
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During the month of October 2006, 
Buy one pair of spiral earrings 

and get one pair FREE!

Help us celebrateHelp us celebrate 

our 3rd Anniversary!
our 3rd Anniversary!

in the WinCo/ShopKo Center in Nampa
208-461-0677

On the web @ www.Ladons  nejewelry.com
This ad is not valid with other offers, it is limited, and the FREE earrings must be of equal or less value than those purchased.

Barn will be moved to allow livestock arena expansion
Teri Nielsen with the Owyhee County Fair Board said the white beef barn (above) on the fairgrounds 

in Homedale will be moved from its current location to the bare ground directly east of the large livestock 
barn at the Owyhee County Fairgrounds. The new location of the beef barn will be directly behind the rodeo 
arena (below). “The ultimate goal is to enlarge the livestock barn,” Nielsen said. Nielsen cites fair growth 
as the main motivator in the expansion. The barn is tentatively scheduled to be moved in October.
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Fairgrounds changes planned

Larry Howard, Owyhee County 
Emergency Services Coordinator, 
said last week that the county’s 
plan to seek state funds likely 
will be written based upon what 
school districts already have done 
to combat mosquitoes, the culprits 
in this year’s unprecedented West 
Nile Virus (WNV) outbreak. 

“We are going to make the plan 
fi t what the schools have done,” 
Howard said Wednesday. “The 
plan is still up in the air.” 

Howard said that — as a 
result of the state’s acceptance 
of the county’s Aug. 21 disaster 
declaration — county entities can 
expect to receive state funding to 
cover the majority of the expense 
of combating the spread of West 
Nile Virus. If Owyhee County 
receives state funds, it is likely 
that the county’s school districts 
will be refunded 75 percent of 
their West Nile-related pesticide 
expenditures because the spraying 
done by the schools will be 
the only anti-mosquito efforts 
undertaken this year in the area.

Howard said he is waiting for 
the county’s school districts to 
submit final expenditure lists 
to him, so he can draft the fi nal 
plans to send to Gov. Jim Risch’s 
offi ce. Howard said he expected 
the information “any day.” 

Owyhee County Commission 
Chairman Hal Tolmie said last 
that “at this time” the county 
had no plans to pay the other 25 
percent of the schools’ West Nile 
expenses.

Vickie Chandler, Bruneau-
Grand View School District 
superintendent, said her school 
district had spent approximately 
$1,400 to hire a professional 
company to spray “every inch” 
of every campus in the district, 
and hoped to be reimbursed when 
state funds become available. 

Chandler added that normally 

Simplot Co., and Idaho Power 
donate time and resources to spray 
for mosquitoes around the schools. 
But this year, with increased 
liability because of the hazards 
of WNV, neither company was 
willing to do the spraying. She said 
the school district had no choice 
but to contract for spraying.

Marsing Schools Superintendent 
Harold Shockley said his school 
district has sprayed every seven to 
nine days since Aug. 18 — before 
the school year began —at a 
cost of approximately $240 per 
application. That cost, along with 
the initial price of $400 for a 
sprayer, has weighed on Marsing 
Schools’ pocketbook, he said. 

Regardless, Shockley said the 
school chose to do the spraying 
without thought to the possibility 
of state reimbursement. A school 
employee even donated the use of 
a privately owned four-wheeler 
ATV to help in the effort.

“We tried to get coverage before 
we offi cially had students on the 
grounds,” Shockley said. “We did 
what we thought we had to do (to 
protect students) without thought 
about the cost or what we might 
get back from the state. It was the 
right thing to do.” 

Shockley said he did not have 
fi nal calculations on the cost of 
spraying for the year, but said 
even if the school only receives 
partial reimbursement it will be a 
great help to a tight school district 
budget.

Tim Rosandick, Homedale 
Schools superintendent, said that 
his district has sprayed all school 
grounds twice this year. Rosandick 
said he did not expect to receive 
100 percent reimbursement for 
the costs associated with spraying, 
but “the district is going to be 
pursuing all legitimate avenues.”

Rosandick said costs associated 
with spraying totaled nearly $2700, 
including the cost of a sprayer, 
insecticide and labor. The cost to 
spray for mosquitoes from Aug. 1 
through Sept. 2007 is projected to 
be approximately $3700.

— JWB

Schools may be 
reimbursed in 
West Nile plan

STEAK & RIBS ALWAYS!
Great Beer & Idaho Wine List

BREAKFAST SAT & SUN 8:30
DINNER DAILY AT 5-9 PM

CLOSED MONDAYS
PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM
208 Main St. • Marsing

896-5995 - RESERVATIONS

King Crab • 1 lb. Steamer Clams • LobsterKing Crab • 1 lb. Steamer Clams • Lobster
DAILY SEAFOOD SPECIALSDAILY SEAFOOD SPECIALS

NEW ENGLAND CLAM BAKENEW ENGLAND CLAM BAKE
GATEWAY’S FAMOUS CALAMARIGATEWAY’S FAMOUS CALAMARI

FRIDAY FRESH FISH NIGHTFRIDAY FRESH FISH NIGHT

PRIME RIB - FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 

Owyhee offi cial 
says plan will fi t 
districts’ needs



The Homedale City Council 
will hold a public hearing at 7 
p.m. Monday to decide whether 
to grant a special use permit to 
Munster’s Ink., a tattoo shop on 
West Idaho Avenue.

Without a special use permit, 
it would be a misdemeanor for 
Michael and Karoline Munster 
to operate their business, which 
has been open for nearly four 
months.

Karoline Munster said the 
Munsters initially were given 
permission to operate the business 
when it opened in early June. At 
this time, the city doesn’t require 
licensing of businesses, but there 
is an ordinance itemizing which 
businesses would require special 
use permits.

On July 31, the Munsters 
received a letter written by 
Homedale City Planning and 
Zoning Administrator Sylvia 
Bahem stating that they would 
need a special use permit, granted 
by the Homedale Planning and 
Zoning Commission, in order 

to operate a business such as a 
tattoo shop.

Karoline Munster contends 
that her business falls into what 
is defi ned as a “personal service” 
by city code, and therefore, should 
not require a special use permit.

Bahem said Planning and 
Zoning commission members did 
not feel the tattoo shop could be 
categorized as a personal service, 
but said there is no apparent 

reason Munster’s Ink would not 
be granted a special use permit. 
Bahem said the permit would 
cost the business a one-time fee of 
$100, plus the cost of publication 
and mailing notices. Exact costs 
of publication and mailing were 
not available.

Bahem said the requirement is 
standard when a business does 
not fall within clearly defined 
guidelines.

Monday’s public hearing also 
will address the application for 
vacation of public right-of-way 
filed by Paul Zatica on behalf 
of Paul’s Market in reference to 
the alley directly behind Paul’s 
Market on Wyoming Avenue.

The alley has been platted but 
never used. It runs north/ south 
between Colorado and Wyoming 
avenues and East 1st Street. 

— JWB
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Clarifi cation
 
An article in the Sept. 20 edition 

of The Owyhee Avalanche stated 
that a plane crash in the Owyhee 
River Canyon was not reported to 
the proper authorities in a timely 
manner. Pilot Ray Gross did, in 
fact, properly report the crash to the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s 
regional operations center. 

It was also reported that there 
were two persons aboard the 
aircraft. It was later learned that 
Gross was the sole occupant at the 
time of the crash. Martin Koch, 
who originally was reported as 
being in the plane, is part owner 
of the aircraft through Idaho 
Pilots Inc.

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!

for about 70-75 years, and at 
the end of 10 years he walks 
away from the lease and we’ll 
have to go through it all again,” 
commission chairman Hal Tolmie 
said last week. “If we can buy the 
land, it will be cheaper.” 

At $5,000 per year, a 70-year 
lease would cost the county 
$350,000. 

The county  brought  the 
Bruneau-Grand View landfill 
online in September 2005 when 
the Rimrock landfill was shut 
down.

The landfi ll accepts household 
waste. Asbestos products, asphalt, 
roofing products or batteries 
are prohibited. Refrigeration 
equipment disposed at the site 
must be certifi ed Freon-free or 
have compressors removed. Toxic 
chemicals are not accepted.

The Bruneau-Grand View 
landfi ll is located near milepost 
71  on Idaho highway 78, 
approximately 10 miles east of 
Grand View and 9 miles west of 
Bruneau.

— JWB

√ Landfi ll

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681

Homedale hearings address tattoo shop, alley

Homedale business subject of  Monday public hearing
Karoline Munster of Munster’s Ink on Idaho Avenue works in her business. She owns and operates the 

business with her husband, Michael. The Munsters were notifi ed they will be required to obtain a special 
use permit in order to stay open. A public hearing is scheduled Monday.

Business has been 
open since June; 
Paul’s asks for 

vacation of  alley
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“One of the reasons for going 
in quickly is that when the new 
session starts, (the bill) is already 
in and already started,” Grant 
said. “Sen. Craig has cooperated 
from that standpoint because 
(today) was the only date left on 
the calendar.”

Lindsay Nothern, press secretary 
for Initiative legislation sponsor 
Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), said 
his boss still is looking to get a 
vote this session.

“We are hopeful to build 
momentum for the (Initiative 
this morning), and the plan is 
to get it through the Senate and 
House yet this session — a tall 
order given they may adjourn 
by the end of the fi rst week of
October,” Nothern wrote in 
an  e-mai l  to  The Owyhee 
Avalanche.

The Owyhee Initiative shares 
the docket today with the Central 
Idaho Economic Development 
and Recreation Act, authored by 
Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho), 
and legislation dealing with lands 

and forests in Oregon and New 
Mexico.

D a n  W h i t i n g ,  a  C r a i g 
spokesman, said last week that 
the senator hasn’t taken a position 
on either of the bills that affect 
land in Idaho.

“Sen. Craig has not taken a 
position on either bill,” Whiting 
wrote in an e-mail to The Owyhee 
Avalanche. “He wants to have this 
hearing fi rst to hear both sides of 
the debate.”

Other bills on the agenda today 
include S. 3599 to establish the 
Prehistoric Trackways National 
Monument in New Mexico; S. 
3854 to establish wilderness 
in Oregon; and H.R. 5025 to 
preserve areas of the Mount Hood 
National Forest in Oregon.

“The hearing will probably be 
an hour at the most,” Grant said.

Nothern said today’s hearing is 
the best-case scenario considering 
the lateness of the session, but he 
reiterated Crapo’s determination 
to get the legislation through the 
law-making process.

“Testimony will be limited, but 
it is the best we can get,” Nothern 
said. “We will try again in the 

lame duck session (possible after 
the election), if there is one, and 
again next year if the bill fails 
this year.”

Whiting said the next step 
for the Initiative after today’s 
subcommittee meeting is a 
hearing before the full Energy and 
Natural Resources Commission 
for “mark-up” — or consideration 
and a vote. Amendments could 
be made to the bill during the trip 
through that committee. At that 
point, if approved, the Initiative 
would go before the full Senate 
for a vote.

I f  the  Sena te  passes  S . 
3794, it goes to the House of 
Representatives to start the 
committee process again.

But for now, Grant says, the 
focus is the subcommittee hearing 
and brief testimony from Grant 
and Rick Johnson, the executive 
director of the Idaho Conservation 
League. Johnson is scheduled to 
discuss Simpson’s Boulder-White 
Clouds legislation, but Grant said 
he also will speak to the Owyhee 
Initiative Implementation Act. 
According to a witness list from 
the subcommittee, other Idaho 

legislation-based testimony will 
come from Crapo, Simpson, 
Custer County Commissioner 
Cliff Hansen, Idaho Outfi tter and 
Guides Association Executive 
Director Grant Simonds, Idaho 
Trail  Machine Association 
President Brett Madson, Idaho 
Cattlemen’s Association President 
Mike Webster, Idaho Wildlife 
Federation issues coordinator 
Russ Heughins and Custer County 
residents Amanda Mathews and 
Carole King.

Although Grant is the only 
scheduled witness directly 
connected to the Initiative, 
other Owyhee Initiative players, 
including Owyhee County 
Commission Chairman Hal 
Tolmie and Owyhee County 
Sheriff Gary Aman, made the trip 
to Washington.

“It’s just showing the people 
back there that it’s a homegrown 
initiative coming direct from the 
county,” Tolmie said of his trip to 
the nation’s capital.

“Fred has been back there once, 
and he said it’s looking pretty 
positive.”

But Grant confirmed last 

week that the Bureau of Land 
Management appears to be 
changing course even though 
Grant said the agency’s national 
director, Kathleen Clarke, has 
visited the Initiative committee 
three times to pledge BLM 
support.

“The  p rob lem i s  (BLM 
officials) never thought we’d 
make it,” Grant said. “And now 
that we’re there, they’re saying 
they don’t like this process. They 
want to maintain the current 
bureaucracy.”

Nothern painted the issue in a 
different light.

“(The) BLM has indicated it 
will not oppose the bill,” Nothern 
wrote in an e-mail. 

“We have heard rumblings they 
are not pleased with the issues 
relating to the resource oversight 
committee, but have said they 
will not oppose. We will have to 
see (today).”

— JPB

√ Initiative

While there are rumblings 
that the Owyhee Init iative 
Implementation Act could face 
mild opposition in Washington, 
D.C., two Idaho interest groups 
recently threw their weight behind 
the legislation last week.

The Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation (IFBF) District IV 
and the board of directors of the 
Idaho Water Users Association 
Inc. (IWUA) announced their 
support of Sen. Mike Crapo’s 
legislation last week. Previously, 
the Public Lands Council also 
had backed the legislation that 
Crapo introduced into the Senate 
last month.

The IFBF District IV represents 
19,592 IFBF members and is 

comprised of Owyhee, Canyon, 
Elmore, Ada, Gem, Payette and 
Washington County Farm Bureau 
organizations. 

IFBF District IV held its annual 
resolutions meeting on Sept. 14. 
Voting delegates Jerry Hoagland 
and Cindy Bachman represented 
the Owyhee County Farm Bureau 
with support from member Ted 
Blackstock. 

Tim Lowry, OCFB president, 
was in Washington D.C., helping 
carry the importance of Sen. 
Mike Crapo’s Owyhee Initiative 
Implementation Act of 2006, 
known as Senate bill 3794 to 
the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) and other 
signifi cant organizations. 

Hoagland and Bachman carried 
the OCFB Owyhee Initiative 
resolution to the floor. After a 
lengthy presentation and ensuing 
discussions, a motion was made 
and seconded to pass resolution 
on to the IFBF annual meeting 
for possible adoption into IFBF & 
AFBF Policy for 2007. District IV 
director Terry Jones, Sr. called for 
a voice vote, and the IFBF District 
IV voting delegates passed the 
resolution unanimously.

David Ascuena, president, and 
Sid Erwin of Elmore County 
Farm Bureau (ECFB), both 
voting delegates, specifically 
supported the Owyhee Initiative 
with ECFB’s resolution to amend 
existing IFBF Policy No. 126 
Wilderness and Restrictive Zones 
to include the phrase, “We may 
support negotiated wilderness 
solutions when the stakeholders 
have been participating in the 
negotiations.” Again, the District 

IV voting passed the resolution 
unanimously.

T h e  O w y h e e  I n i t i a t i v e 
Workgroup has collaborated for 
fi ve years to create the Owyhee 
Initiative (OI). The IFBF District 
IV resolution meeting affi rmed 
support of the process and content 
of the OI and also signaled support 
for Crapo, the Board of Owyhee 
County Commissioners and all 
the stakeholders working toward 
passage of the Owyhee Initiative 
Implementation Act of 2006. 

For more information on the 
Owyhee Initiative, go to http://
crapo.senate.gov/issues/owyhee_
initiative.cfm 

For more information on the 
Idaho Farm Bureau, http://www.
idahofb.org/

T h e  I W U A a n n o u n c e d 
its support of elements of the 
legislation in a statement released 
last Wednesday.

The IWUA board said it voted 

at a Sept. 6 meeting to support the 
water rights protection language 
in S. 3794 because it makes 
current water rights a priority. The 
board also supports the provision 
that will ensure water from the 
Owyhee and Bruneau rivers won’t 
be shipped out of state, but board 
members took no position on the 
proposed wilderness or wild and 
scenic designations and other 
land management issues in the 
legislation.

“After very careful scrutiny of 
Sen. Crapo’s legislation, we are 
satisfi ed that Idaho sovereignty 
over its waters is fully protected,” 
the release said. “The detailed 
subordination language included 
in the agreement, and incorporated 
throughout the legislation, makes 
clear that water rights for the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers will be treated 
as junior in priority, not just to 
existing water rights, but also to 
future development.”

Local Farm Bureau reps, Idaho water users back bill
Owyhee County delegation sponsors 
resolution asking state, national Farm 

Bureau groups to support effort

“Both of these new wells, if 
it’s necessary to put in two wells, 
would be properly engineered and 
keep out the sand and the gravel 
and keep those wells from caving 
in,” Osterhoudt said.

Osterhoudt said the city was 
pleased with the winning bid, 
and received the blessing of SPF 
Water Engineering LLC, the fi rm 
in charge of designing the new 
water system that the town’s 
voters approved with a $1.7 
million bond vote last year.

“The people of Marsing need 

to know that this is going forward 
and we’re trying to give them 
the most value for their buck,” 
Osterhoudt said. “We’re going 
to try to get this done as fast as 
we can.” 

The mayor said Stevens & Sons 
could begin drilling in the latter 
part of October or early part of 
November.

“Probably during the cold 
months of the year,” he said. 
“That way, we can fi gure out what 
we need in the way of fi ltration 
systems then get that online.

“We’ll pour the concrete (for 
the fi ltration system) when the 
weather breaks (in the spring).”

The bidding process will 
continue later for the selection 
of contractors to construct the 
fi ltration plant and storage facility. 
But Osterhoudt said those projects 
might be consolidated into one 
bid.

Osterhoudt said that the city 
recently purchased a parcel of 
land in the 200 block of 8th Avenue 
West for a possible location of the 
new well, fi ltration and storage 
complex. The land sits across the 
street from the Marsing Schools 
campuses, sandwiched between 
the city’s corporation yard and 
the University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension offi ce.

“We can punch a well on 
the back side and that gives us 
some protection because it’s got 
that slope on the back side,” 
Osterhoudt said of the proposed 
location.

Osterhoudt said the land 
was purchased with the goal of 
consolidating the town’s water 
works and protecting it from an 
accident.

“Putting the storage tanks and 
fi ltration system there gives us 
some integrity in safety, and it’s 
not subject to somebody slipping 
off the road and zipping through 
our fi ltration system,” Osterhoudt 
said.

The current water facility is 
housed near the city’s elevated 
storage tank at the corner of Knob 
Lane and Well Road. 

Osterhoudt said while the area 
is fenced, it’s still vulnerable to 
damage.

— JPB

√ Water

–– Initiative opens private 
lands to public

Commentary, Page 10B

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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Since 1952, Flahiff Funeral Chapels have been dedicated to providing the families of 
Canyon and Owyhee Counties with a caring and professional environment to celebrate the life of a loved one.

Aaron Tines
Morticians Assistant

Proudly serving the Community as:
President, Homedale Chamber of Commerce

Member, Homedale Lions Club

We offer services that are tailored to meet the individual needs of each family.
Traditional & Alternative Services

Canyon and Owyhee Counties’ locally owned Crematory
Pre-Arrangements by Licensed Funeral Directors

Caldwell
624 Cleveland Blvd. - Caldwell, ID 83605

(208) 459-0833

Homedale
27 E. Owyhee Ave. - Homedale, ID 83628

(208) 337-3252

“Let our family care for your family.”

Ron & Barbara Conner

Call Barbara:  “The Lady Undertaker” & Funeral Director

208-461-7019
2685 Caldwell Blvd. Nampa, Id 83687

Corner of Middleton Rd. & Caldwell Blvd.

School 
menus

Obituary

Carl Henry Powers 98, of 
Parma Idaho, born March 19, 
1908 passed away September 
23, 2006 at Owyhee Health and 
Rehab in Homedale Idaho. He 
was preceded in death by his 
mother Mary C. Powers April 
29, 1971, and father Frances 
A. Powers March 1928. Also 
preceding him in death were 
fi ve brothers, three sisters, and 
one daughter, Barbara Angela 
Powers. Surviving him are his 
wife Barbara Nell (Pritchett) 
Powers, and sister Ruby Penton 
of Boise Idaho. Also surviving 
him are two Sons, Carl E. Powers, 
Ira Powers, and a daughter Enid 
Frank, all  of Parma Idaho, 
also numerous grand and great 
grandchildren.

Carl was born in Ten Davis 
where he attended elementary 
school, then graduated High 
School at Parma High. While 
a t t end ing  L inks  Bus iness 
College he married Barbara Nell 
Pritchett.

He went to work for his brother 
Irvin Powers in the bees, and 
eventually formed a partnership 
that became the biggest beekeeping 
business in the United States. 
They had businesses in Idaho, 
Arizona, North Dakota, Montana, 
Florida, and Hawaii.

He loved to play the fi ddle his 
father made, and play cards at 
the B. & B. in Parma. He was an 
avid reader and spent many happy 

hours at the Parma Library trying 
to fi nd a good western he hadn’t 
already read.

He worked hard all his life and 
was respected and liked by all 
who knew him, dearly loved and 
appreciated by his children, an 
honest and honorable man and a 
hard act to follow.

Graveside memorial services 
will be held at 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
October 3, 2006 at Lower Boise 
Cemetery at Parma under the 
direction of Dakan Funeral 
Chapel, Caldwell. The family 
suggests that anyone wishing may 
send memorial donations to the 
Parma Library.

Carl Henry Powers
Homedale Elementary

Sept. 28: Enchilada or corn dog, scalloped potatoes, brownie, fruit 
& veggie bar, milk. 

Sept. 29: Pizza or uncrustable peanut butter/jelly sandwich, salad, 
cookie, fruit & veggie bar, milk. 

Oct. 2: Burrito, French dip sandwich, green beans, cookie, fruit & 
veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 3: Nachos or baked potato/toppings, cinnamon bread stick, fruit 
& veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 4: Chicken rice bowl or egg roll/rice bowl, veggies, cookie, 
fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Homedale Middle
Sept. 28: Nachos or baked potato, rice krispie treat, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.
Sept. 29: Chicken tenders or CF beef stk, mashed potatoes/gravy, 

roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Oct. 2: Hamburger or hot dog, fries, cookies, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.
Oct. 3: Rice bowl w/chicken or egg rolls, veggies, cookie, fruit & 

veggie bar, milk.
Oct. 4: Burrito or fi sh patty, corn, apple crisp, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.

Homedale High 
Sept. 28: Chicken patty or sandwich & soup, potato wedges, dessert, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept. 29: Crispito or rib-b-que, corn, salad, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.
Oct. 2: Pizza, popcorn chicken or chef’s salad, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.
Oct. 3: Fried beef stk or chicken fi let, mashed potatoes/gravy, roll, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Oct. 4: Spaghetti or burrito, French bread, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.

Bruneau
Sept. 28: Tacos, refried beans, fruit, cinnamon rolls, milk.
Sept. 29: Stromboli, salad/croutons, wedges, fruit, milk. 

The Homedale Baptist Church, 
located at 212 S. 1st St. W., celebrated 
its 60th  anniversary on Sept. 17.  

The church began holding 
services in a tent across from 
where the Homedale Nursing 
Home formerly was located. The 
congregation gathered in the tent 
on Sept. 27, 1946, to organize as 
a church. Missionary H.C. Payton 
served as a moderator. He was 
sent by the Middle Oregon Baptist 
Association. 

Loy Moore from the North 
American Baptist Association was 
selected to become the fi rst pastor 
of this new church. 

The church bought the South 
1st West Street property on March 
3, 1947.

The fi rst church building was 

a small one-room structure, with 
curtains separating the interior into 
small classrooms. Churchgoers 
met in that building until a larger 
building was constructed n the 
early 1960s.

There have been several pastors 
over the years at Homedale Baptist 
Church: Moore, Ben Walker, 
Lawrence Harris, Duncan, Lee Jolif, 
Wayne Harding, Charles Whaley, 
O.J. Holler, Pharris Hughey, Bill 
Whala, Roy Graybeal, Terry Crabb 
and present pastor, James Huls.

Interim pastors have included 
F.J. Walker, John Walker, and Don 
Allen.

The church holds Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m., 
with services at 7 p.m. on Sundays 
and Wednesdays.

Homedale Baptist Church 
celebrates 60th anniversary

Irrigation 
meetings slated
for Tuesday

Irrigation districts based in 
Owyhee County will hold their 
monthly meetings Tuesday at 118 
S. 1st St. W., in Homedale.

The Ridgeview Irrigation 
District will meet fi rst at 7 p.m.

The Gem Irrigation District 
meets at 7:15 p.m.

The Owyhee Project South 
Board of Control closes the 
evening with a 7:30 meeting. 

HMS plans 
meals for 
parent/teacher 
conferences

Homedale Middle School plans 
to serve a light meal during 
parent/teacher conferences next 
week.

Meals will be offered both 
nights during the parent/teacher 
conferences from 4:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Tuesday and next 
Wednesday

An information session about 
the Project Alert drug prevention 
program also will be held. This 
program is offered in addition to 
the 8th-hour after-school program. 
Parents will have the opportunity 
to sign up students to participate 
in both programs during the 
conferences. 

For more information, call 
337-5780.

Church marks 60th anniversary
Homedale Baptist Church recently celebrated its 60th anniversary. The church is located on First Street 

West.
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1904 East Chicago St., “C” - Caldwell, ID (208)459-8274
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WE BUILD HOMES STARTING AT
$50 A SQUARE FOOT

•$45,000 average equity at move-in!
•5-bedroom plans available

•2”x6” exterior walls rated at R-23
•100% financing, O.A.C.

Adair builds conventionally constructed homes, and prices them 
significantly less than what the home is worth.

We help you plan your project from start to finish and we have the resources 
to finance your land, improvements & home together in one Loan Package.

If your Idaho Dream is to have it all—the land, the new home,
the room to roam—let us show you the affordable path.

Practical Homes for Practical People!
www.adairhomes.com

THE AFFORDABLE PATH 
TO A NEW COUNTRY HOME

Your fi nances

Dear Dave,
My husband and I are expecting 

our fi rst child in a few months. We 
really like your idea of putting 
kids on commission instead of 
giving them an allowance, but 
I’m afraid this may turn our child 
into the kind of person who only 
does things to get money. What’s 
your advice?

— Jennifer

Dear Jennifer,
You can defi nitely overdo the 

commission thing. There are some 
jobs that kids should do simply 
because they’re members of a 
family or community, and out of 
respect for their parents. The key 
is to fi nd a balance between the 
chores they get paid for and the 
tasks they should do because 
they’re living, breathing human 
beings with a conscience.

More than anything, you’re 
striving for teachable moments 
here, Jennifer. You want to teach 
that there’s a connection between 
work and money, because that’s 
how the real world operates. You 
also want to teach saving, giving 
and wise spending.

— Dave

Dear Dave,
M y  q u e s t i o n  i s  a b o u t 

homeowners insurance. I know I 
have to have it, but I don’t really 
know what it does. There are also 
some terms in my policy that I 
don’t understand. Can you help?

— John

Dear John,
Typically, a homeowner’s 

policy is written to give you 
coverage for your structure and 
dwelling, coverage for liability, 
and coverage for a percentage of 
the structure and dwelling that 
will cover personal assets inside 
the home — like furniture and 
other items.

Different policies and different 
companies can use different 
terminology, so talk to your 
insurance agent and ask him 

to explain any terms you don’t 
understand in language that makes 
sense to you. If he can’t do this, 
change agents!

— Dave

Dear Dave,
I’ve heard you say buying 

cancer insurance isn’t a great idea. 
Considering how prevalent this 
disease is today, I was wondering 
why you feel this way.

— Dino

Dear Dino,
It’s really simple. Any good 

quality health insurance will 
cover you in the event that you get 
cancer. People have heart attacks, 
too, but it would be foolish to 
spend additional money on heart 
attack insurance when you’re 
already covered.

I recommend having a good 
health insurance plan, disability 
insurance and a fully funded 
emergency fund of three to six 
months’ worth of expenses. This 
gives you medical coverage should 
you become seriously ill, disability 
coverage if the illness prevents you 
from working, and a big pile of 
cash to help cover incidentals and 
other bills along the way.

Hopefully, you’ll never have to 
experience a situation like this, 
Dino. But if you do, this will help 
lessen the burden.

— Dave 

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total Money 
Makeover. You can fi nd tools to help 
with fi nances or previous columns 
at Davesays.org. Have a question 
for Dave? Send correspondence 
to syndication@daveramsey.com 
or write Dave $ays, 1749 Mallory 
Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027

Teach children 
money isn’t only 
thing to work for

 Keep
informed.

Subscribe to

The

337-4681

Owyhee Avalanche

Calendar
Today

Christian Life Club initial 
meeting, after school, Homedale 
Friends Community Church, 17434 
U.S. Highway 95. (208) 337-3464

Thursday
Homedale  Ci ty  Counc i l 

meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W. 
Wyoming St. (208) 337-4641

C a l v a r y  C h a p e l  H o m e 
Fellowship Bible study, 7 p.m., 
112 N. 4th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
880-8962

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Friday
Recovery Celebrate 12-step 

program, 6 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

Saturday
Homeda le  FFA Harves t 

Auction, 6 p.m. dinner, 7 p.m. 
auction, Hyer & Sons Ranch, 
1201 Hyer Lane

Monday
Rimrock Senior Center open 

house, 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 525 
Main Street, Grand View. (208) 
834-2808

Tuesday
Owyhee County Republican 

meeting, 7 p.m., Owyhee County 
Courthouse, 20381 State Hwy. 
78, Murphy

Thursday, Oct. 5
Homedale Senior Citizens 

Center luncheon, music by Just 
Country, 60 and older, $3; 59 
and younger, $5, 11 a.m., 224 W. 

Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

Friday, Oct. 6
ION Museum fund-raiser yard 

sale preview, 508 Swisher Ave., 
Jordan Valley. (541) 586-2460 or 
(541) 586-2818

Saturday, Oct. 7
Homedale Senior Citizens 

Center monthly breakfast, $5, 
adults; $2.50 children younger 
than 10, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., 224 W. 
Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

ION Museum fund-raiser yard 
sale, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 508 Swisher 
Ave., Jordan Valley. (541) 586-
2460 or (541) 586-2818

Rimrock Senior Center Fall 
Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., $10 vendor 
table rental, 525 Main Street, Grand 
View, (208) 834-2808

Community Preparedness Fair, 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m., Homedale High 
School

Sunday, Oct. 8
ION Museum fund-raiser yard 

sale, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 508 Swisher 
Ave., Jordan Valley. (541) 586-
2460 or (541) 586-2818

S u b m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
upcoming fund-raisers, reunions 
or community events to The 
Owyhee Avalanche by noon 
Fridays for inclusion in the 
calendar. Drop off press releases 
at the Avalanche office at 19 
E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail 
them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, 
ID 83628, fax them to (208) 
337-4867 or e-mail them to 
jbrowneditor@cableone.net. For 
more information on submissions, 
call (208) 337-4861. 
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How many stars does your bank have?

There’s money in your home.
Lock in a great rate today.

There’s money in your home.
Lock in a great rate today.

Equiline Home Equity Line of Credit 
with Fixed Rate Option features

• No closing costs
• No points   
• No fees
• Low Rates with Five Star Service Guaranteed

Get the convenience 
of a Line of Credit with 
the security of a fixed rate.

10 Year
Fixed Rate Option

6.74%
APR

*

*The 6.74% fixed Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available for terms up to 10 years, loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less. This loan is a Fixed Rate Option
within a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit. Higher rates apply for higher loan to values. For example: a $10,000 Fixed Rate Option for 120 months at
6.74% APR, monthly payments would be $114.77. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) on the variable portion of the line will vary at Prime Rate as published
in the Wall Street Journal. As of September 18, 2006, variable rate for line of credit is Prime + 0% to Prime + 3% (8.25% APR to 11.25% APR). The rate

will not exceed 25% APR. The floor rate is 4.99% APR. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year. The first Fixed Rate Option is
free; each additional one is $50. Offer is subject to normal credit approval. Property insurance is required. Interest on amounts exceeding 100%
of the available equity is not tax deductible. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Rates are subject to change. Some
restrictions may apply. Home Equity loans and lines of credit are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. Member FDIC.

usbank.com | 888-444-BANK (2265) ext. 4100
Residential Commercial

Se Habla Español - 899-3428

WE CAN HANDLE ALL YOUR 
HEATING & COOLING NEEDS!

Heat Pumps • Air Conditioners • Boilers • Humidifi ers
Water Heaters • Gas Fireplaces • Air Cleaners • Sheetmetal 

SPECIALIZING IN OIL FURNACES

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELS

ALL TYPES OF FURNACES:
OIL - GAS - ELECTRIC - HI TECH

24 HOUR
Emergency Service

Homedale • 337-5812
573-1788 • 573-7147

Dave Freelove

FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

The City of Homedale plans to 
hold its third annual Safe-N-Sane 
Halloween Celebration between 
3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 
31.

Children 12 years old and 
younger may trick-or-treat safely 
by visiting any Homedale business 
that displays an orange “Safe-N-
Sane” jack o’lantern. 

Homedale businesses interested 
in participating can pick up orange 
Safe-N-Sane jack-o-lanterns 
at Homedale City Hall, 31 W. 
Wyoming Ave.

A costume contest will be held 
for trick-or-treaters at Homedale 

City Hall. 
The winner will receive a 

plaque and a photo posted at 
City Hall and published in The 
Owyhee Avalanche. 

Homedale officials ask that 
parents park at either end of the 
city and walk to the downtown 
core area because of limited 
parking. 

For safety, Homedale Police 
will have additional patrol offi cers 
in the area to ensure compliance 
with all parking, traffic and 
pedestrian laws. 

For more information, call City 
Hall at 337-4641.

Senior 
news

Homedale senior 
center

Oct. 3: Roast beef, mashed 
potatoes/gravy, carrots, roll, 
milk.

Oct. 4: Sausage & biscuits, oven 
fried potatoes, carrots, milk.

Rimrock senior 
center 

(Meal times: Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Thursday, noon)

Oct. 3: Hot turkey sandwich, 
mashed potatoes/gravy, bread, 
broccoli, carrot, raisin salad, 
tomato juice, peach cobbler.

Oct. 5: Pizza, salad, vegetable, 
pineapple & oranges, milk. 

County GOP 
to hold meeting 

T h e  O w y h e e  C o u n t y 
Republicans will hold a meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Owyhee 
County Courthouse, 20381 State 
Hwy. 78 in Murphy. 

Republicans running for state 
offi ces will be featured speakers.

The weather is turning chilly, 
but that’s not the only sign that 
fall — and the holidays — are 
lurking.

The Homedale Senior Citizens 
Center announced last week 
plans to hold its annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Oct. 14. The bazaar 
will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the center at 224 W. Idaho Ave. 
Table rentals are $12 for a large 
table and $6 for a small one. For 
more information, call the center 
at (208) 337-3020 or Mona at 
(208) 337-4737.

The Christmas Bazaar highlights 
an October chock full of activity 
at the senior center.

The month’s calendar of events 

kicks off with an Oct. 5 luncheon 
featuring musical entertainment 
from the band Just Country. The 
lunch program begins at 11 a.m., 
and the cost is $3 for people 60 
years old and older. Diners 59 and 
younger eat for $5.

The center’s monthly fund-
raising breakfast is scheduled for 
the morning of Oct. 7. The menu 
includes sausage, pancakes and 
eggs, and the cost is $5 for adults 
and $2.50 for children younger 
than 10. Breakfast is served from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

The center is closed Oct. 9 for 
Columbus Day, but the senior 
center van will be in use for a 
9 a.m. shopping trip. Call (208) 

337-3020 or (208) 337-4737 to 
reserve a seat.

The center’s monthly birthday 
luncheon and board meeting will 
be held at noon Oct. 10.

The monthly foot clinic will 
be held at 10 a.m. Oct. 17. Make 
an appointment at the senior 
center’s front desk or by calling 
the center.

The center will hold a Saturday 
night dance from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Oct. 21. Woody Purdom 
and Band will provide the music. 
Admission is $3 and a plate of 
fi nger food. All are welcome.

The Homedale Public Library 
will hold a book sale at the senior 
center on Oct. 27-28.

Homedale seniors’ Christmas 
Bazaar around the corner

Museum taking 
reservations for 
fund-raiser luau

The fourth annual Aloha from 
the Owyhees fund-raiser for 
the Owyhee County Historical 
Museum will be held Oct. 7 at the 
museum complex in Murphy.

Reservations are being taken 
for the luau event, which was 
incorrectly reported as being 
scheduled for Oct. 1 last week.

The event will begin with a 5 
p.m. social hour, and the cost is 
$30 per person. Proceeds will 
benefi t the museum building fund. 
The museum is located at 17085 
Basey Street in Murphy.

For more information or to 
reserve a spot, call (208) 495-
2319 or (208) 495-2809. 

Homedale plans annual 
Halloween celebration

Keep
informed

Read

The Avalanche
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5.0 cu. ft. 
Chest Freezer 
• Manual Defrost

$21900

Hunters! Large Selection of 
Freezers in Stock & On Sale!

21 cu. ft. 
Upright Freezer 

$59900

5 to 25 cu. ft. 
Chest or Upright 

Freezers 
In Stock On Sale! 

896-4162Help is Just Around the Corner

Now Stocks

Quality True Value Paints in 
5 Gallon Buckets!

MARSING             HARDWARE 

Available in both interior and exterior 
paints & primers, barn and fence paints!

DITCH PUMPS - WELL PUMPS
 PUMP SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS
A KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS SATELLITE DEALER

NEW SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION & SUPPLIES

WATER HEATERS
SALES, REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT

Your water is our business

S

Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat 8:00am-4:00pm

Residents of the Grand View 
and Bruneau areas can learn more 
about potential ground water 
contamination in three upcoming 
open houses.

Elevated nitrate concentrations 
have been found in several wells in 
the area in the past several years, 
and the Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality has made 
development of a ground water 
management plan a priority.

The fi rst open house will be held 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday at 
Rimrock Junior/Senior High 
School. The meeting will be held 
in the cafeteria of the school, 
which located on Idaho highway 
78 between Grand View and 
Bruneau.

Of 25 degraded ground water 
areas identified in the state by 
the DEQ, the Grand View area 
ranks sixth, and the Bruneau area 
is 14th.

Monday’s event is the fi rst of 
three public meetings to deliver 
information about possible 
contamination as well as develop 
a strategy for protecting and 
improving water quality in private 
wells.

The open house is sponsored 
by the Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality and will 
include input from the state 
Department of Agriculture, the 
Soil Conservation Commission, 
Southwest District Health and 
the Idaho Department of Water 
Resources.

Monday’s open house will 

include displays, handouts and 
refreshments. Staff members 
from the various state agencies 
also will be on hand to answer 
questions.

Future meetings will cover well 
testing and information about 
treatment systems.

Nitrate is discharged into the 
environment in a variety of ways, 
including plants and other organic 
matter through the decomposition 
process. Septic systems, waste 
from animal feedlots and nitrogen-
based fertilizers also place nitrates 
in the soil.

The state standard for drinking 
water  is  10 mil l igrams of 
nitrate per liter of water (10 
mg/L), which also is the federal 
standard established by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Some people who may be 
vulnerable to high levels of 
nitrate in drinking water include 
children younger than a year old, 
pregnant women, adults with 
reduced stomach acidity, adults 
who lack a hereditary enzyme 
necessary to combat the effects 
of nitrate in the in the body or 
dialysis patients. Infants younger 
than 6 months are especially 
sensitive to nitrate poisoning, 
which may result in serious 
illness or death.

High levels of nitrate in water 
also can poison cattle and sheep. 
Water with a concentration of 
more than 100 mg/L shouldn’t be 
given to livestock.

GV-Bruneau open 
house looks at water 
contamination issue

As required by Idaho Code, 
Owyhee County held Tax Deed 
sale on parcel RP95S03W040065A 
on Monday. This property had 
been taken for non-payment of 
taxes according to the procedures 
outlined in Idaho Code. The 
property was advertised in 
The Owyhee Avalanche for a 
consecutive four weeks prior to 
the sale.

Ten parties showed up for this 

tax deed sale, and the property 
was awarded to the highest bidder 
at $33,000. 

The total amount of the sale 
started at $441.59, which included 
the amount of delinquent tax, late 
fees, interest and costs, current 
year’s taxes and advertising 
costs.

According to Idaho Code 31-
808, sub-paragraph (2), “If the 
property to be sold has been 

acquired by tax deed, pursuant 
to the provisions of chapter 10, 
title 63, Idaho Code, the proceeds 
from the sale, after reimbursement 
to the county for the cost of 
advertising and sale, shall be 
apportioned to the taxing districts 
in which the property is situated 
according to the levy applied to 
the year of delinquency upon 
which the tax deed was issued to 
the county.”

Tax sale fetches substantial amount

Read all about it
in the Avalanche!

County commissioners have 
approved a  new, ful l - t ime 
building official position with 
an eye on saving Owyhee County 
money.

T h e  O w y h e e  C o u n t y 
Commission approved the hiring 
of Arlyn Tietz as a full-time 
building offi cial at its Sept. 11 
meeting. 

Tietz starts the position as 
Owyhee County Building Offi cial 
next week, after the new fi scal 
year begins Sunday. 

Prior to being hired for this new 
position, Tietz worked part-time 
for Owyhee County in a similar 
position, so transition time into 
the new position will be minimal, 
one county offi cial said.

“There will be no training 
time, and he will get the county 
caught up on fees,” county clerk 
Charlotte Sherburn said. “This 
will help the county.” 

“He will set a fee schedule 

for building permits and other 
things like building plats. He has 
experience in this area working 
with the City of Caldwell,” 
Sherburn said. “Before we 
contracted it done, and it cost the 
county $50 per inspection.”

Sherburn confi rmed las t 
week that the county spent 
approximate ly  $87,000 to 
contract building inspection 
services throughout the fi rst 11 
months of fi scal year 2006.

According to a 2007 Owyhee 
County budget  worksheet , 
Tietz’s annual salary will be 
approximately $50,400. He will 
use an existing county vehicle 
for his duties.

“It’ll save us money in the long 
run,” commission chairperson 
Hal Tolmie said Wednesday. 
“He’s doing the job for us now. 
He does a heck of a job and we 
don’t have any complaints.”

Tolmie added that Tietz has 

been with the county on a contract 
basis for three years, along with 
another part-time employee, 
who handled the same job on 
the eastern end of the county. 
Now Tietz will handle the entire 
county, eliminating the second 
contract position.

Tietz’s main responsibility 
will be running the building 
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  m o s t l y 
conducting site inspections on 
homes Tolmie said. 

But his arrival as a full-time 
employee in Murphy also gives 
the county’s building department 
a customer service angle.

“He’ll spend some time up at 
Murphy answering the phone and 
stuff like that. He can answer a lot 
of questions on building before 
(contractors begin construction). 
He’s going to help quite a bit,” 
Tolmie said. 

— JWB

Owyhee County creates full-time 
position for building offi cial
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TERRY REILLY 
HEALTH SERVICES

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE EXPANDED HOURS AND 
SERVICES AT THE MARSING AND HOMEDALE CLINICS

Homedale And Marsing Clinics Provide 
Complete Family Care.

Prenatal Care & Deliveries – Minor Emergencies – Laboratory Services
Immunizations–School Physicals–Diabetes & Hypertension Management–

DOT Physicals

Walk-Ins And Appointments Welcome.
We Accept Medicare, Medicaid, Private Insurance, And Uninsured.

Discounted Fees Available Based On Family Size And Income.

Se Habla Espanol

HOMEDALE CLINIC
108 E. Idaho

Homedale, ID  83628
Phone:  337-3189

  HOURS
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri.

8:30 AM-5:00 PM
Tue. 8:30 AM-9:00 PM

Chip Roser, M.D.
Dick Ernest, FNP
Janine Franco, PA

MARSING CLINIC
 201 Main Street

Marsing, ID  83639
Phone:  896-4159

  HOURS                                           
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri.

8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Thur. 8:00 AM-9:00 PM

Chip Roser, M.D.
Faith Peterson, MS, FNP

Janine Franco PA

Dick Ernest
F.N.P.

Janine Franco
P.A.

Faith Peterson
M.S., F.N.P.

Chip Roser
M.D.

Home - (208) 337-4343 Cell - (208) 919-3364
Greg Kelly, Owner

Cold Weather is coming!

SPRINKLER BLOW-OUTS
Call early to schedule your 

Kelly LandscapingKelly Landscaping

Three people were injured in 
recently Homedale area vehicle 
accidents. All the victims required 
transport to West Valley Medical 
Center in Caldwell.

Owyhee County Sheriff ’s 
deputies, Homedale Police and 
Homedale Fire responded to an 
accident Wednesday involving an 
onion truck in the 3500 block of 
Industrial road near Homedale. 

The incident occurred at 
approximately 11:45 a.m. One 
person was transported to West 
Valley Regional Medical Center. 
No further information was 
available.

A motorcycle crash near the 

intersection of North Main Street 
and California Avenue sent two 
people to the hospital on Sept. 
18.

Homedale Police Cpl. Ian 
Takashige said the accident 
occurred when the male driver 
of the motorcycle “lost control 
turning onto California Avenue 
from North Main.” 

Takashige said alcohol may 
have been a factor in the crash. 
The driver and female passenger 
were both transported to West 
Valley Medical Center. Their 
condition was not reported to be 
life-threatening.

—JWB

Three injured in Homedale 
area accidents last week

Read all about it
in

337-4681

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) is seeking 
information on the Bruneau Hot 
Springsnail as part of a new policy 
instituting five-year reviews 
of federally listed endangered 
species.

This could be good news for 
Owyhee County’s ranching and 
agriculture industries because the 
ability of ranchers and farmers 
to pump water from the Bruneau 
River has been limited by the 
snail’s endangered status. The 
snail is found only in the river and 
surrounding hot springs.

The snail, originally collected 
by Borys Malkin at the Indian 
Bathtub in upper Hot Creek in 
1952, has been included on the 
list of species slated for review 
in a new plan from the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. In April, the 
USFWS announced plans to 
initiate fi ve-year reviews for 70 
species in the Pacifi c Northwest, 
Hawaii and Guam.

Despite objections — including 
an unsuccessful lawsuit — from 
Owyhee County ranchers and 
farmers, the federal government 
originally placed the snail on 
the endangered species list in 
February 1993 and irrigation 
withdrawal from the Bruneau 
River was limited to 18,000 
acres. Later, a ruling by U.S. 
District Court Judge Frank Ryan 
briefl y removed the snail from 
the endangered list, but a 1995 
Court of Appeals ruling reinstated 
the snail’s original endangered 
status.

In 1998, the snail was reaffi rmed 
as an endangered species. The Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s Endangered 
Species Division’s fi nal rule dated 
1993 said the reduction of thermal 
spring habitats from agricultural-
related ground water withdrawal 
and pumping was the primary 
threat to the snail.

A 15-person Bruneau Hot 
Sp r ingsna i l  Conse rva t ion 

Committee has been working 
on ways to preserve the species. 
Nate Fisher of the Governor’s 
Offi ce of Species Conservation 
said Monday morning that one 
plan instituted by the panel has 
been conservation of geothermal 
g r o u n d w a t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e 
installation of effi cient sprinkler 
systems for irrigating.

Owyhee County Commissioner 
Dick Reynolds and Bruneau 
resident Eric Davis are two of the 
members on the committee, which 
also includes state Secretary 
of Agriculture Pat Takasugi, a 
Homedale area farmer, as well 
as representation from the state 
Department of Water Resources, 
the Bureau of Land Management, 
the Idaho Farm Bureau and other 
interest groups.

The USFWS is seeking any 
new scientific or commercial 
information that has become 
available since the snail was listed 
endangered. New information 
may be submitted by mail to the 
Snake River Fish and Wildlife 
Office, 1387 S. Vinnell Way, 
Boise, ID 83709; by fax to 
(208) 378-5262; by telephone to 
(208) 378-5243; or by e-mail to 

fw1srbocomment@fws.gov. 
All faxes and e-mails should 

include “Bruneau HSS” in the 
subject line.

The Fish and Wildlife Service 
requests information including, 
but not limited to, species biology; 
population trends, distribution, 
abundance, demographics and 
genetics; habitat conditions; 
conservation measures; threat 
status and trends; and any 
other new information, data or 
corrections such as taxonomic 
of  nomencla ture  changes , 
identification of erroneous 
information, and improved 
analytical methods. 

“We have gained much new 
information about this and other 
aquatic snails since their listings 
in the late 1990s,” Snake River 
Fish and Wildlife Office field 
supervisor Jeff Foss said. “We 
encourage the public to submit 
new scientifi c information for our 
fi ve-year review of this species.” 

According to the Service, the 
purpose of a fi ve-year review is 
to ensure that the classifi cation 
of a species as threatened or 
endangered is “accurate and 
consistent with the best scientifi c 

and commercial information 
currently available.” 

A five-year review is an 
assessment of a listed species 
and does not trigger any changes 
in management of a species or its 
habitat.

I f  t he  Se rv ice  r ece ives 
new information considered 
substantial, the agency may 
determine a change in the species’ 
listing classification. Changes 
may include removal from the 
Threatened and Endangered 
Species List (commonly referred 
to as delisting) or a change in 
the status from endangered 
to threatened of threatened to 
endangered. 

Any change in classification 
of a species requires a separate 
rulemaking process, including 
pubic review and comment. No 
change in status would occur until 
the completion of the rulemaking 
process. 

All species are protected under 
the Endangered Species Act 
during the fi ve-year review. 

For more information or 
questions, contact Cary Myler at 
(208) 378-5243 or by e-mail at 
cary_myler@fws.gov.

Feds begin review of  Bruneau snail’s status
Fish and Wildlife Service seeks 
input for study on endangered 

status of  hotspring snail
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CALL FOR "CATTLE-LOG"

ANNUAL FALL 

PRODUCTION FE MALE SALE

 AT THE RANCH, MELBA, IDAHO
LUNCH AT NOON • SALE AT 1:00 PM

4-H & FFA PROJECT HEIFERS • PAIRS 
SHOW HEIFER PROSPECTS • SPRING BRED HEIFERS

SPRING CALVING COWS • FALL CALVING COWS
FALL HEIFERS • EMBRYO FLUSHES

Gary, Brian and Davy Stoller
12562 Cattle Drive •  Melba, Ida ho 83641

Phone: (208) 495-1121
Gary Cell: (208) 250-1454 • Brian Cell: (208) 941-5272

Fax: (208) 495-1149 

Bear Mountain Angus
Quality cows in every price range to  t any pro gram.

Our 21st Anniversary!

WWW.BEARMOUNTAINANGUS.COM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Great Rates. Great Service.

0.00%

❚ Competitive rates
❚ Check-writing choices
❚ Personal service

Money Market

*

*Current historical 7-day taxable money market yield available on
09/19/06. Effective yield assumes reinvested income. The rate on the
money market fund will fluctuate.

An investment in the Fund is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other government agency. Although
the Fund seeks to preserve the value of your investment at $1.00 per
share, it is possible to lose money by investing in the fund.

You should consider the investment objective, risks, and charges and
expenses carefully before investing. The prospectus contains this and
other information. Your Edward Jones investment representative can 
provide a prospectus, or visit our website at: www.edwardjones.com,
which should be read carefully before investing.

R

IR Name
IR Street Address
IR City, State, ZIP
IR Phone
www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Great Rates. Great Service.

4.49%*

Tim Quintana
2006 Blaine Street
Caldwell, ID 83605
208-459-0294

The Rimrock Senior Center is 
more than a facility that serves 
senior citizens in the Bruneau, 
Grand View and Oreana areas. 
It’s also a community center, 
throwing open its doors to several 
different events each year.

Recently, the center received 
recognition for the cleanliness of 
its kitchen and took delivery on 
a new bus that will allow more 
people to take advantage of the 
center’s activities.

The Southwest District Board 
of Health cited the center during 
its seventh annual Food Sanitation 
Award presentation during Tuesday 
morning’s board meeting in 
Caldwell. The award is based on the 
center’s performance in Southwest 
District Health food and sanitation 
reviews during the past two years. 

“I think it’s a real tribute to 
these people around here because 
we have a very clean facility and 
a very good facility for the size of 
our town,” Rimrock Senior Center 
coordinator Carolyn Larson said.

The center was one of eight 
organizations throughout the 
six-county Southwest District to 
receive a plaque during Tuesday’s 
reception. Unlike the Rimrock 
Senior Center, most of the other 
organizations cited were full-time 
restaurants. The Southwest District 
encompasses Owyhee, Canyon, 
Gem, Payette, Washington and 
Adams counties.

Owyhee County Commission 
Chairman Hal Tolmie is the 
Owyhee County representative 
on the Southwest District Board 
of Health.

The Rimrock Senior Center at 
525 Main Street in Grand View 
is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, and from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Thursdays. 

Meals are served at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday and noon Thursday. The 
price is $3 for people 60 years old 
and older, and $5 for diners 59 and 
younger. Items featured on the 
menu in the past have included 
roast pork, beef tips and noodles, 
oven-fried chicken, meatloaf, fi sh 
and chicken enchiladas.

“We make all our own bread 
and desserts,” Larson said. “We 
make everything from scratch, all 
in our own kitchen.”

Larson said food for the 

senior center’s Meals on Wheels 
program also is whipped up in 
the kitchen.

But the senior center is more 
than a place for senior citizens.

“We’re about the only place 
in this town where we can have 
(large gatherings),” Larson said. 
“We’re more like a civic center.”

Several events not affiliated 
with the senior center are held in 
the building at 525 Main Street in 
Grand View. Larson said there have 
been baby showers, barbecues, 
benefi ts and political meetings.

“We even have things not 
connected with the senior center 
… because we have a very nice 
facility,” Larson said. “(Event 
organizers) make donations to 
take care of the power and bills 
like that.”

The senior center will hold its 
annual Fall Bazaar from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Oct. 7. Table rental 
for vendors is $10, and Larson said 
shoppers can expect to see different 
crafts, produce and jellies and jams 
at the sale. The event, which is 
a fund-raiser for the center, also 
will feature a chicken and noodle 
luncheon and dessert.

It now will be easier for seniors 
in the area to take advantage of the 
facility after the Rimrock Senior 
Center took delivery of a new 14-
passenger bus on Sept. 13.

The bus is equipped with a 
lift for handicapped persons 
accessibility. Larson said the 
bus was acquired with a grant 
through the Idaho Transportation 
Department.

According to Adam Rush at 
ITD, the price tag for the bus was 
$45,412, and grants from the Idaho 
Vehicle Investment Program and 
Federal Transit Administration 
provided $41,779. The remaining 
$3,633, or about 8 percent in 
accordance with the matching 
funds provision, was provided by 
the senior center, which also built 
a cover for the bus.

The senior center will hold an 
open house Monday to help show 
off the new vehicle.

Representatives from the 
community and area businesses 
are encouraged to attend, which 
runs from 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served.

The new bus will be used for 

scheduled trips to Mountain Home, 
and all area residents are invited to 
ride the bus. It also might be used 
to help those folks who don’t drive 
to get to the center.

“We anticipate that the bus will 
be taken into Mountain Home once 
a month for shopping and doctor’s 
appointments,” Larson said.

Call (208) 834-2808 for more 
information on the senior center 
or any of its activities.

— JPB

Rimrock Senior Center receives 
new bus, health board citation

Wednesday morning in Owyhee County

That’s when the Owyhee Avalanche hits the news stands

Rimrock Senior Center gets batch of  good news
The Rimrock Senior Center in Grand View recently receceived this bus through a state grant as well as 

a food and sanitation commendation from Southwest District Health. Submitted photo
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Homedale Clinic
(208) 337-3254

Matthew Smith, PT, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy

Workers Compensation

Post Surgery Rehabilitation

Back and Neck Rehabilitation
Rebecca’s Mini Market
Restaurant Now Open!

Serving the best
Mexican Food in Town

Open 7 days a week 10 am - 9 pm • Take out or Dine in
 Traditional Mexican Food:

Fajitas • Burritos • Tacos • Enchiladas & Much More
12 W. Idaho • Homedale • 337-4148

Owyhee County is looking for 
some elbow room in Marsing, 
but the city isn’t sure if the land 
county officials seek will be 
available.

County commissioner Chris 
Salove approached the Marsing 
City Council at its meeting earlier 
this month. The county would 
like to obtain about 30 feet of 
land adjacent to the University of 
Idaho Owyhee County Extension 
Office on 8th Avenue West to 
complete a plan to add county 
offi ces.

“We’ve been talking about it 
and actually doing some checking 
in the last couple of months on the 
location,” Salove said.

Salove said the county would 
like to move a modular trailer into 
the space behind the extension 
offi ce to alleviate an overcrowding 
situation between county and city 
offi ce space in Marsing City Hall. 
At the present time, the county’s 
licensing division and the Owyhee 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce has space 
in City Hall on Main Street.

The commissioner said the land 
the county seeks adjacent to the 
extension offi ce would be used 
to improve access to the rear of 

the property on 8th Avenue West. 
Salove said Owyhee County 
owns the land the extension offi ce 
occupies.

But the county may have to look 
elsewhere because, according 
Marsing Mayor Don Osterhoudt, 
the city plans to put its water 
complex — including the new 
well that Boise fi rm Stevens & 
Sons will start drilling in the fall 
— on part or all of the two acres 
between the extension offi ce and 
the city’s corporation yard.

“I told Chris basically that 
the city is exploring different 
options,” Osterhoudt said. “We’re 
probably not interested in selling 
to the county.”

Osterhoudt did leave the door 
open to a future deal, though.

“I think there’s going to be 
some excess property down the 
road, and we don’t know what 
that is,” Osterhoudt said. “We 
didn’t buy it so we could lease it. 
We bought it so we could have a 
place for our well.”

Salove understands that city 
officials must see how much 
of the ground across from the 
Marsing Schools complex they’ll 
need before making a decision on 

splitting any portion. He added 
that the county is looking into 
other options.

“We’ve  looked  a t  o ther 
properties in town; properties 
that are publicly for sale,” Salove 
said. “Places like The Rock Shop 
and the old drug store.”

Osterhoudt also confi rmed last 
week that the Bureau of Land 
Management also has expressed 
interest in obtaining some land 
in town.

“When (former Owyhee Field 
Office manager) Ron Kay was 
here, they were saying that they 
really need some additional 
space for some temporary offi ce 
workers during the summertime,” 
Osterhoudt said.

The mayor said last week 
that the city would consider a 
temporary situation with the BLM 
involving some of the two acres 
on 8th Avenue West.

“If they wanted to put temporary 
storage and parking out there, we 
wouldn’t have a problem to do that 
— once we determine how much 
land we need for our own (water) 
system,” Osterhoudt said.

“That’s the priority.”
Osterhoudt said that  the 

BLM already shares the city’s 
corporation yard on one side of 
the two acres in question as part 
of the original lease for the fi eld 
offi ce on Reich Street.

— JPB

County seeks land in Marsing

Guest evangelist Ron Rodes 
will visit the Marsing Church of 
the Nazarene on Sunday for a 
“mini-revival.”

The church is located at 12 2nd 
Ave. W., in Marsing.

A retired elder in the Church of 
the Nazarene, Rodes will speak at 
the 10 a.m. Sunday School hour, 
during the 11 a.m. worship hour 
and at the 6 p.m. praise service. 
The three-message service is 
designed to help those present 
to “move forward in faith,” 
according to a press release from 
Marsing Church of the Nazarene 
pastor Bill O’Connor.

Rodes has been the pastor of 
several churches throughout the 
Pacific Northwest, including 
Meridian and Spokane, Wash. 
He has more than 50 years of 
ministry and has been infl uential 
in changing many lives. 

In recent years, Rodes has 
specialized in providing interim 
pastoral services to churches 
between pastors. His work has 
been especially well-received, 
as Rodes has brought help and 
healing to churches in the midst 
of transition. 

In inviting the public to attend the 
specialty services, O’Connor said, 
“I have personally been the recipient 
of the biblical, compassionate 
preaching ministry of Ron Rodes 
and have been deeply blessed by 
both his ministry and his friendship. 
It is a privilege to bring to our 
congregation and community the 
ministry of a man with such a tender, 
caring spirit. I’m convinced that his 
pulpit ministry will do anyone who 
attends a world of good.”

For more information, contact 
the Marsing Church of the 
Nazarene at (208) 896-4184.

Marsing Nazarene 
church to hold revival

The Homedale FFA Chapter 
has planned its annual Harvest 
Auction for Saturday at the Hyer 
& Sons Ranch outside of town.

The fund-raising auction 
will feature 30 young, hard-
working “slaves,” and each will 

be auctioned for eight hours of 
labor. The event begins at 6 p.m. 
with a dinner. The auction starts 
at 7 p.m.

To get to the Hyer ranch, take 
Idaho highway 19 and turn north 
onto Gulley Road, then turn west 
onto Hyer Lane.

Other items on the block for 
the auction Saturday include one 
pig, one calf, a water trough, 
homemade quilt ,  numerous 
produce items, a toy tractor and 
much more.  

Proceeds from the auction 
help chapter member attend 
competitions throughout the 
year.

Homedale FFA chapter set 
for annual ‘slave’ auction

Auction items on display
Homedale FFA chapter member Mat Hansen sits with some of the 

merchandise that will be up for grabs — along with chapter members’ 
labor services — on Saturday at thee Hyer & Sons Ranch. Submitted 
photo

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!

Coveted land in Marsing
Owyhee County has expressed interest in buying a portion of the land next to the University of Idaho 

Owyhee County Extension offi ce, right, to improve access to the rear of the property and a proposed 
modular trailer for county offi ces.
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OWYHEE LANES
337-3757
Bowling Hours:

Mon-Thurs: Noon to 10pm
Fri & Sat: Noon to Midnight

Sun: 1pm - 8pm

COSMIC BOWLING
Fridays 10pm - $7 for shoes & bowling

AFTER SCHOOL SPECIAL
$1 per Game, 50¢ Shoe Rental from 3-5 pm

NEED LEAGUE MEMBERS!
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fridays @ 7pm

YOUTH LEAGUE Starts September 30th 9:00 am

SUNDAY SPECIAL! Only $5.00
2 Games & Shoes, Choice of Hot Dog or Nacho & Small Soda

Owyhee TruckOwyhee Truck
L.L.C.

Homedale, ID. 337-6183

Car & Truck Accessories

Window Tinting

Stereo Systems

Auto Detailing

Auto Security Systems

Flat Beds Installed

Spray-In BedlinersBryan Badiola, Owner

An emergency medical call to 
the Black Mountain area earlier 
this month unfolded to spotlight 
the problem of people illegally 
removing landscape rock from 
Bureau of Land Management land 
in Owyhee County.

Accord ing  to  BLM Law 
Enforcement Ranger Lee Kliman, 
Owyhee County Sheriff Gary 
Aman came across a possible case 
of a father-and-son team stealing 
landscape rock after securing 
a medical emergency on Black 
Mountain southwest of Murphy 
on Sept. 8.

“While at the scene, Sheriff 
Aman observed a trailer loaded 
with landscape rock that appeared 
to have been taken from BLM 
public land in the area,” Kliman 
said.

The son, who Kliman says 
is in his 40s, had called 911 
after his father, who is in his 
60s, apparently suffered a stroke 
shortly after becoming pinned 
temporarily under the trailer of 
rock, Kliman said.

Kliman said after securing 
evacuation of the older man, Aman 
contacted the federal agency 
about the possible landscape 
rock theft.

“Gary saw the trailer with the 
rock, but then he went down the 
hill back to Murphy and notifi ed 
BLM law enforcement because 
the Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce aggressively works with 

BLM in regards to commercial 
landscape rock theft,” Kliman 
said.

Saying the investigation is 
ongoing, Kliman refused to 
release the names of the alleged 
violators.

It is illegal to remove landscape 
rock from BLM land unless you 
have a bureau-issued permit and 
the rock comes from a BLM 
community pit.

Permits range in price from 
$10 to $14.75 per ton and can 
be obtained at the BLM district 
offi ces in 

Boise and Twin Falls or any of 
the agency’s fi eld offi ces, such as 
Owyhee County-related offi ces 
like the 

Owyhee offi ce in Marsing, the 
Bruneau office or the Jarbidge 
offi ce.

The maximum penalty for 
removing rock without a permit 
is a $100,000 fi ne and/or up to a 
year in jail. 

Offenders also can be required 
to pay restitution.

Kliman said that while some 
rock loads are taken unwittingly 
by citizens, many alleged rock 
thefts are committed by people 
who sell their haul commercially 
to private parties or landscape 
contractors or nurseries. 

“It’s pretty blatant,” Kliman 
said of the rock thieves. “Most of 
them know they are in the wrong. 
Most of them are repeat offenders. 

We have a high number of repeat 
offenders.”

But Kliman said in the majority 
of cases those who are buying the 
rock are unaware that it may have 
been illegally obtained.

Another example of rock theft 
is people with legally obtained 
landscape rock permits not 
complying with the terms of the 
permits.

“We have had a number of 
instances where a permittee pays 
for a ton or two of landscape rock 
and ends 

up hauling off many tons,” 
Kliman said.

There are six community pits in 
the Owyhee Field Offi ce alone. 
Several different types of rock can 
be hauled, including sandstone, 

basalt and rhyolite.
Kliman, a 26-year veteran of 

the BLM — including 21 in 
Idaho and Owyhee County, said 
“community” is a key word 
in protecting the integrity of 
landscape rock on BLM land.

“The public is our eyes and 
ears,” Kliman said. “The public 
is important in that they write 
the license plate down and take 
pictures with their cell phone or 
digital camera and give us the 
location and then we can verify 
the permit.

“Even if someone is taking rock 
authorized, don’t be surprised if 
someone is documenting it.”

Kliman said ranchers and off-
road users also keep an eye out, 
and suspicious activity to look 

for includes people taking rock 
at unusual times of day or from 
a place that may not be a BLM 
quarry.

He said if it appears someone is 
taking rock illegally, you should 
call the county sheriff, and that 
agency will contact BLM.

Kliman stressed that the problem 
may not be just a BLM issue. 
There are community rock pits 
on some state lands, too.

The BLM Boise District has 
recently implemented a load 
accountability form that must be 
fi lled out when the operator enters 
the pit and again before they leave 
the pit. Failure to comply may 
result in the cancellation of the 
permit.  Also, a trespasser could 
lose the right to purchase mineral 
materials for one year from the date 
of the determination of trespass, for 
fi rst offenses.  Subsequent offenses 
may result in the loss of rights to 
purchase mineral materials from 
BLM lands.

Besides the fines levied, a 
trespasser may also be liable for 
cost of environmental compliance 
evaluations 

for the disturbed area and any 
costs associated with remediation 
of damages created as a result of 
the trespass action. 

“People who take rock outside 
BLM approved areas either do not 
realize or may not be concerned 
that they may be damaging 
cultural or Native American 
sites or that they may be causing 
environment impacts to the public 
land,” Kliman said.

— JPB

911 response calls attention to rock theft
Federal agency, sheriff  ask for help 

in curbing illegal practice

Ill-gotten rocks
The rock found in this trailer in the Black Mountain area near 

Murphy was illegally harvested from Bureau of Land Management 
land earlier this month. Photo by BLM

A recent decision by the Court of 
Veterans Appeals has expanded the 
pool of Vietnam veterans entitled 
to consideration for possible 
Agent Orange exposure.

The court ruled in the case 
of Haas v. Nicholson that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) misinterpreted the law, 
and that veterans who served 
in the so-called “blue water” 
Navy near Vietnam during the 
war should be entitled to the 

presumption of exposure to 
Agent Orange.

Any Agent Orange-related 
conditions these veterans may have 
are, therefore, are service-connected 
if he or she suffers from one of the 
VA recognized conditions.

These conditions include type 
II diabetes and prostate cancer.

Any veteran previously told 
he or she didn’t qualify or who 
had been previously denied VA 
benefi ts because they “hadn’t set 

food in Vietnam” should contact 
Gene McAbee, the VA’s veterans 
service officer for Owyhee 
County, for more information 
or to resubmit a claim under this 
new ruling.

McAbee can be reached at 
(208) 337-4547.

Court ruling could make Owyhee 
Vietnam vets eligible for benefi ts Have a 

news tip?
Call us!

337-4681

Read all about it
in the Avalanche!
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The annual Homedale Middle 
School magazine has ended for 
another year, leaving successful 
students with memories of 
limousines, candy grabs and 
other prizes.

Fifth- through eighth-graders 
as the school compete each year 
to see who can sell the most 
subscriptions to various magazines 
and The Owyhee Avalanche. The 
school received a portion of the 
sales to help pay for activities and 
supplies. The Avalanche donates 
25 percent of each subscription 
to the cause.

Homedale Middle School 
principal Keith Field said last 
week the school received about 
40 percent of the total sales from 
the subscription drive.

“We’d like to get about $15,000,” 
Field said. “But it’s usually about 
$10,000 to $12,000.”

The  s tuden t s  had  th ree 
different deadline days to turn in 
subscriptions. The students who 
obtained 10 or more orders by the 
fi rst turn-in day, Sept. 19, earned 
a ride in a limousine and lunch at 
Homedale Drive-In.

Six seventh- and eighth-graders 
and seven fi fth- and sixth-graders 
qualifi ed for the limo ride and 
lunch, which was held Wednesday. 
Randy Fowler, a flamboyant 
chauffer with Ultimate Limousine, 
showed up in a custom-made 
purple wizard’s outfi t — complete 
with a fl owing cape — to take the 
children and their chaperones on 
their excursion.

Fowler said he has been driving 
for Ultimate for a few years and 
that many clients request him 
personally because of the former 
professional musician’s fl air for 
dressing outrageously.

The students were driven from 
the middle school on Johnstone 
Road down Idaho Avenue to 
Homedale Drive-In, where they 
ate lunch. The two groups were 
chaperoned by teachers from the 
classrooms with the top magazine 

sales. 
Fowler  made  two t r ips , 

beginning with the seventh- and 
eighth-graders. The group was 
chaperoned by Bev Bauer and 
included:

Eighth-graders — Phil ip 
Moulton and Jonathan Stacey

Seventh-graders — David 
Clampitt, Rabecka Krasko, Kyle 
Purdom and Austin Trevino.

The fifth- and sixth-graders 
made the second trip accompanied 
by top teacher Wayne Skeen and 
another teacher, David Hann. 
Those students included:

Sixth-graders  — Mariza 
Fernandez, Miranda Miklancic 
and Heather Romriell

Fifth-graders — Ben Cardenas, 
Juliana Hart, Shelby Lee and 
Nathaniel Tomlinson

Many of those same children 
qualified for a candy scramble 
on the floor of the cafeteria 
Wednesday afternoon. In addition 
to the students who went on the 
limo ride, Shelby McRae, Jordan 
Meligan, Karissa Webb, Kenny 
Harper and Nicole Keller were 
eligible for the candy scramble. 
Sixteen children in all slid and 
crawled on the floor trying to 
gather as many pieces of candy 
as they could during a 20-second 
time frame.

Friday was the second turn-in 
day for the subscription drive, and 
students who sold 10 subscriptions 
or more were eligible for a “cash 
grab” Monday that featured a top 
prize of $50. Those who sold at 
least five subscriptions earned 
cash cards.

Top sellers after Tuesday’s last 
order submission were entered into 
a drawing for a mini-refrigerator, 
and others qualifi ed to take part 
in a mechanical pig race. The 
drawing and races will be held 
today.

Results of the cash grab and 
the refrigerator drawing weren’t 
available at press time.

— JPB

HMS students get magazine drive rewards

Rimrock FFA visits district meeting
The Rimrock FFA chapter’s team that attended the Sept. 11 Boise Valley District meeting at Vallivue High 

School in Caldwell included, from left to right, Ariel Turner, Chantel Smith, Sam Harger, Cody Worthington, 
Chelsey Lemon, Katie Love, Geoff King, Leigh Martin and Ross Lemon. Submitted photo

by Chelsey Lemon, 
chapter reporter

Nine members of the Rimrock 
FFA chapter attended the Boise 
Valley District workshop on Sept. 
11. They traveled to Vallivue High 
School in Caldwell.

The group attended three 
different workshops held by 
district offi cers.

The first workshop taught 
teamwork, and the second one 
taught FFA members how to 
present themselves to district, 
state and national offi cers. 

The last workshop covered the 
different awards you can earn as 
an FFA member, including:

Greenhand Award — Earned 
during the fi rst year as an FFA 
member; Chapter degree — 
Earned during second year as a 
member within a chapter; State 
degree — Earned at the state 
level; American degree — Earned 
at the national level

The next event is today, when 
Rimrock FFA travels to Kuna for 
dairy judging and dairy foods 
competition. 

Rimrock FFA news

Read all about it
in

337-4681

Reaping benefi ts 
from hard work 

Some Homedale Middle School students were 
rewarded for their success during the fi rst week 
of the school’s annual magazine drive. Top: Some 
students took part in the candy scramble Wednesday. 
Above: Two waves of students were treated to a 
limousine ride and lunch at the Homedale Drive-In 
on Thursday. Left: The fl amboyant chauffer, Randy 
Fowler, stands watch as students enter his limo for 
the ride downtown.
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Marsing High School marks Homecoming

Homecoming king and queen crowned
Marsing High School seniors Johnathon Cossel, left, and Jessica Elsberry pose after being named 2006 

Homecoming king and queen before Friday’s football game.

Homecoming prince 
and princess honored

Sean Finley, left, and Rose Remick smile after learning they won 
the contest for Homecoming prince and princess for Marsing High 
School on Friday night.

Sophomores build 
prize-winning fl oat
Members of the Class of 2009 

ride on their “Mario Bros.” fl oat, 
right, during Friday afternoon’s 
Homecoming parade .  The 
sophomore class won the float 
contest, which had a theme of 
video games, and the overall class 
championship.

Bon fi re ignites school spirit
Marsing High School’s students attended a rally Wednesday night 

that was capped with a bon fi re to get the competitive fl ames stoked 
for Friday’s football game against Cole Valley Christian. Photo by 
Brandy Smith, MHS Yearbook
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WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTED ERRORS  •  PRICES EFFECTIVE       
Marsing, Idaho

9/27/06 thru 10/3/06

Doritos
Tortilla Chips
13 oz.

Marie Callendar’s
Fruit Pies
Asst’d 36-46 oz.

Some Dudes
Fry Sauce
16 oz.

Betty Crocker
Cake Mixes
18-19.5 oz.

Boneless Beef

Top Sirloin Steak

12pk 12oz Cans

Tony’s Pizza
Western Family 12 oz.

Cheese Singles
Western Family 40 oz.

Burritos

Bar-S 16 oz.

Bologna
Bar-S 16 oz.

Franks
Western Family 24 oz.

Fish Sticks

Salad Mix
Local

Apples
1 lb.
Baby Carrots

2 Liter Bottle
Coke Products

Beef

T-Bone Steak

Hunt’s 26 oz.
Spaghetti Sauce

Western Family 24 oz.
Sour Cream

12pk 12oz Cans
Busch Beer

18.5-19 oz. 18pk 12oz Cans or Bottles

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. - Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Powerade
32 oz.

Golden Grain 
Rice-A-Roni &
Pasta Roni 3.8-7.2 oz.

Western Family
Ice Cream
1/2 Gallon

Rhodes
Frozen Rolls
Asst’d Varieties

$129
ea.

Coors Beer

NO LIMIT PER COUPON • PER VISIT

Coca Cola
Products

Snake River Mart

Shasta Soda
3 Liter Bottle

Lysol
Cleaners & Wipes

Wonder Whole Grain
White & Kids Sandwich
Bread 20-24 oz.

Avocados

Western Family
Beef Ravioli & Rings
w/Meatballs 15 oz.

Western Family
Cookies
Asst’d Varieties

$599
ea.

32 oz.

Western Family 
Tuf-n-Soft Paper
Towels 8 Roll Pack

Western Family
Designer Paper
Plates 24-55 ct.

Lemons 4/$1.00

Limes

Rosarita
Refried Beans
16 oz.

Progresso
Soup

Western Family
Chunk Dry Dog Food
37.5 lb.

Boneless Pork

Sirloin Chops

Western Family
Cat Litter
20 lb.

5 lb.

Potatoes

10 $1for

SRM COUPON

off
NO LIMIT PER COUPON • PER VISIT

Jalapeños

1/2 Bushel

Local Onions

5 $10for

ea.79¢

ea.89¢

ea.
$279

Pomegranates

1/2 Bushel

Local Apples

$189
ea.

$279
ea.

4 $5for

ea.
$799

Ruf es
Potato Chips
11.5-12 oz.

Ruf es
Chip Dip
10.75 oz.

1/21/2 Bushel Fruit Bushel Fruit
Any Variety!Any Variety!

5050¢¢

Welcome FallWelcome Fall

lb.69¢

$129
ea.

ea.
$129

ea.
$229

2 $9for

Boneless Pork

Sirloin Roast

lb.79¢
ea.99¢

2 $4for

ea.
$279

ea.

$699

ea.
$319

2 $7for

ea.99¢

ea.99¢
ea.89¢

ea.

Western Family

Long Spaghetti

ea.

$129

$139
ea.

3 $5for

5 $5for

ea.
$119

ea.
$697

5 $5for

ea.
$299

ea.79¢ 2 $5for

2 $4for

2 $5for

ea.

$1199$399
for
$55

99¢
ea. ea.

$149

lb.

$519

lb.

$359

lb.

$229

lb.

$199

Western Family
Microwave Popcorn
3 ct.

Propel
Flavored Water
6 Pack .5 Liter Bottle ea.

$299

ea.
$139


